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Massoud supporters jeer Mujaddedi off stage  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-09  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Participants of a Martyrs Week              

ceremony booed former president and jihadi leader              

Sibghatullah Mujaddedi off the stage in Kabul on Tuesday. 

President Hamid Karzai, Dr. Abdullah, Ashraf Ghani,             

cabinet members, parliamentarians, jihadi leaders and            

Ahmad Shah Massoudôs supporters attended the meeting 

at the Loya Jirga tent. After speeches by President Karzai 

and Abdul Rab Rasul Sayyaf, Mujaddedi was invited to 

address the audience. But howls of protest and hooting 

from the participants did not allow him to speak. 

Over the years, the ex-president has addressed events  

commemorating the sacrifice of martyrs, including               

Massoud. But this time around, he was greeted with             

unprecedented hooting. Although Mujaddedi repeatedly 

asked the participants to calm down, he was not allowed to 

speak. He recalled the stout support he was lent during the 

jihad against the Soviet Union, wondering what had 

prompted the harsh reaction. ñI have always held Panjsher 

(Massoudôs stronghold) dear to my heart and supported its 

people more than any other leader has,ò he remarked, with 

Abdullah asking the attendees to let Mujaddedi speak. 

Political problems should not influence todayôs event, the 

presidential runner, but the crowd continued to jeer at the 

then president, who left the stage by saying: ñIf Iôm right, 

God will vindicate me. If you are wrong, you will be     

punished.ò 

Ahmed Wali Massoud, brother of Ahmad Shah Massoud, 

criticised the crowd for preventing Mujaddedi from            

speaking. A supporter of Ashraf Ghani, Mujaddedi           

recently said Abdullah was not the right candidate for the 

presidency. 

KABUL (Pajhwok): United Nations Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon has urged presidential candidates Dr. Abdullah 

Abdullah and Dr. Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai to conclude an 

agreement on a government of national unity in accordance 

with the commitments they made on July 12.The                    

secretary-general said Afghanistan was passing through a 

critical period, and that genuine partnership was required to 

tackle the challenges faced by the country at the moment. 

Both parties share a real responsibility to guide                         

Afghanistan to a peaceful and more prosperous future, he 

said in a statement. Given the scale of the challenges, it 

could only be done jointly, he believed. Ban noted that in 

the July 12 agreement, reached with the support of US                 

Secretary of State John Kerry and their signed                           

communiqu® of August 8, the candidates agreed to accept 

the result of the nationwide audit of the presidential                  

election results and form a government of national unity. 

With the main audit completed on September 4 and the 

announcement of updated results anticipated shortly, the 

secretary-general expected the candidates would abide by 

their commitments. 

Presidential candidates asked to end deadlock  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-10  

Kubis endorses ulema call for unity govt  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-10  

KABUL (Pajhwok): The United Nations on Wednesday 

endorsed a call from the Afghanistan Ulema Council for 

the two presidential candidates to resolve their differences 

and come to an agreement on the formation of a                  

government of national unity soon. Secretary-Generalôs 

Special Representative J§n Kubiġ met Afghanistan Ulema 

Council members, including its head Qayamuddin Kashaf, 

on Tuesday to consult with them and seek their advice on 

the current situation between the presidential hopefuls.  

http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/2014/09/09/massoud-supporters-jeer-mujaddedi-stage
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com
http://www.pajhwok.com
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/loya-jirga
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/2014/09/10/presidential-candidates-asked-end-deadlock
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/2014/09/10/kubis-endorses-ulema-call-unity-govt
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/ulema


 

Pajhwok Afghan News 

Page 2 

Election Coverage Newsletter 

http://www.elections.pajhwok.com http://www.pajhwok.com 

ñI want the commission to announce the results in the next 

few days and take the nation out of uncertainty,ò Ghani 

said, a day after Abdullah rejected the outcome of the vote 

audit. 

The ex-vice chancellor of the Kabul University said he was 

pursuing politics of accommodation and reconciliation -- 

not polarisation. He also promised to honour his                      

commitment to the people, saying he would not back out of 

his vows.   

No one could impose dictatorship on Afghanistan being a 

land of jirgas (tribal assemblies) that had been a viable              

dispute resolution mechanism over the decades, he                  

concluded. 

Ghani to Abdullah: join hands for united Afghanistan  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-10  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Presidential hopeful Dr. Ashraf 

Ghani Ahmadzai, calling upon his rival Dr. Abdullah to 

join hands for a unity government, on Wednesday asked 

the Independent Election Commission (IEC) to announce 

the results without further delay. Addressing a gathering 

of his followers in Kabul, the former World Bank               

economist said the enemy should never think that                

Afghans were a divided nation. He urged Abdullah to 

continue political dialogue on forming the new                    

government. 

"We want to assure the people that we are ready to form 

an effective and broadly-based government,ò the ex-

finance minister said, promising he would never take 

steps that undermined the constitution in any way. ñOur 

patience is driven by national security concerns. People 

donôt want us to shout; they want us to act for the good of 

the nation,ò Ahmadzai remarked, stressing the need for 

commitment to preventing a possible constitutional crisis. 

ñWe will never allow anyone to bring disaster to the           

nation,ò he asserted, calling upon the IEC so swiftly              

announce the runoff election results.  He had agreed with 

Abdullah on a 100% audit of votes and there were no 

doubts about the credibility of the process.  

Expressing the position of the Ulema Council, Kashaf said 

the only solution to the current situation was a speedy 

agreement on the formation of a national unity                        

government to prevent a crisis. ñThe Ulema Council         

informed me of their position on the current stalemate in 

relation to the formation of a government of national unity 

ï and it is a position I wholeheartedly agree with,ò said 

Kubiġ, who also heads the UN Assistance Mission in             

Afghanistan (UNAMA). ñThe UN supports the formation 

of a government of national unity led by the winner of the 

election -- as the candidates committed to on 12 July and 

reiterated on 8 August,ò he added. ñAt this critical               

juncture genuine partnership is necessary to meeting the 

country's many challenges..." 

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Wafaq-i-Milli party on Thursday 

asked Meshrano Jirga chairman and the Balkh governor to 

form an interim government to rid the country of the current 

political crisis. 

After the first round of the presidential election on April 5, 

followed by the runoff polls on July 14, the Independent 

Election Commission (IEC) recently completed a                     

nationwide UN-supervised audit of votes. 

But results could not be made public even after the                

completion of the 50 days audit due to lingering rifts             

between the presidential candidates -- Dr. Abdullah               

Abdullah and Dr. Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai. 

Discussion between the two contenders on forming a              

government of national unity reached a deadlock due to 

disagreements on the powers of the chief executive.               

President Hamid Karzai on Tuesday asked the candidates to 

reach deal without further delay. 

Wafaq-e-Milli leader Bismillah Sher, speaking at a meeting 

in Kabul, expressed serious reservations about the                  

prolonged election process. He urged the candidates to up-

hold the national interest. 

ñI have contacted people of different provinces and they did 

not want any of the candidates (to come to power),ò he said, 

without giving further details. 

Muslimyar, Noor asked to form interim govt  

By: Abasin Zaheer  ,Date: 2014-09-11  
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Abdullah backers blast US, UN for vote rigging  

By: Azizullah Hamdard  ,Date: 2014-09-12  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Hundreds of Dr. Abdullahôs supporters 

on Friday took to the streets in the central capital against 

what they called massive fraud in the mid-June runoff            

elections. The protestors, who walked from the                   

Shahr-i-Naw Park and assembled in front of the UNAMA 

office, accused the United States, Britain and the world 

body of conniving at the election rigging. Chanting               

full-throated slogans against UNAMA head Jan Kubis, 

President Hamid Karzai and the Independent  
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Qanuni, Abdullah apologise to Mujaddedi  

By: Muhammad Hassan Khetab  ,Date: 2014-09-11  

 

KABUL (Pajhwok): Vice-President Mohammad Yunus 

Qanuni and presidential contender Dr. Abdullah Abdullah 

on Thursday apologised to former president Sibghatullah 

Mujaddedi, who was not allowed to speak at the Martyrs 

Day event. 

Participants of the Martyrs Week ceremony booed the           

former jihadi leader off the stage in Kabul on Tuesday. 

President Hamid Karzai, Dr. Abdullah, Ashraf Ghani,             

cabinet members, parliamentarians, jihadi leaders and             

Ahmad Shah Massoudôs supporters attended the meeting. 

After speeches by Karzai and Abdul Rab Rasul Sayyaf, 

Mujaddedi was invited to address the audience. But howls 

of protest and hooting from the participants did not allow 

him to speak. 

Qanuni and Abdullah visited the house of Mujaddedi to 

apologise him over the incident. Although Mujaddedi            

repeatedly asked the participants to calm down, he was not 

allowed to speak. 

He recalled the stout support he had been lent during the 

jihad against the former Soviet Union, wondering what had 

prompted the harsh reaction. 

Earlier Mujaddedi backed presidential candidate Dr. Ashraf 

Ghani Ahmadzai in the runoff election and the move by 

Abdullahôs supporters was deemed one of the reasons for 

the hooting. 

MAZAR-I-SHARIF (Pajhwok): Balkh Governor Atta                    

Mohammad Noor on Thursday said he would never accept a 

government elected through electoral fraud. 

Addressing a Martyrs Week gathering in Mazar-i-Sharif, the 

provincial capital, he declared the Abdullah-led Reform and 

Unanimity team the winner of the presidential ballot. 

In the same breath, the accused the administration of President 

Hamid Karzai, the Independent Election Commission (IEC) and 

the Dr. Ashraf Ghani camp of massively rigging the vote. 

The outcome of the second round of the polls was unacceptable, 

he told the meeting, which was attended by a large number of 

tribal elders, government officials and youth. 

Noor asked the international community to reject the result of 

the ballot if it was really supported Afghanistanôs constitution. 

He also called for the prosecution of all those complicit in            

electoral irregularities. 

With warlordism a thing of the past, now is the time for civil 

society activism, according to the governor, who pledged Green 

and Orange Movements against the electoral anomalies.  

As part of the Green Movement, the masses would take to the 

streets to demand their constitutionally-guaranteed rights, he 

said. The Orange Revolution would follow if the first movement 

fizzled out, he explained. 

Noor said Orange Movement participants would protest against 

the government elected through fraud. The next step will be 

occupation of state institutions until the government bows out. 

He called upon the audience to snatch their rights through              

discipline and good management, The Reform and Unanimity 

team would not accept anything short of power based on its     

public mandate, he maintained. 

Noor regretted some individuals had been misusing the name of 

popular resistance leader Ahmad Shah Massoud. Such people 

would not enjoy any prestige if Ahmad Shah Masood had been 

alive, he remarked. 

They were not ready for the run-off election because they had 

won the first round, he claimed. ñBut we accepted to go to the 

run-off at the request of our international partners. 

Noor added British, German, NATO and United Nations             

officials had asked them to participate in the run-off. He alleged 

senior IEC officials and one of the vice-presidents were                

involved in fraud. 

Govt elected thru fraud unacceptable: Noor  

By: Zabihullah Ehsas  ,Date: 2014-09-11  
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MAHMOD RAQI (Pajhwok): Residents of central Kapisa 

province on Saturday said they would have never taken part 

in the election process if they had the slightest idea of the 

dragging deadlock. 

Several months after the election was completed, neither the 

results have been announced so far nor differences between 

the two candidates removed. As a result, the masses have 

become skeptical. 

Most of the people repented taking part in the elections. 

Shah Agha, a resident of Kohistan-1 district, said he had 

voted in the interest of national unity and Afghanistanôs 

reconstruction. 

In quest of a better tomorrow, he and his relatives thronged 

polling stations amid threats. ñWe cast our votes several 

months back, but are still waiting for the result,ò he               

lamented. ñWe are fed up of it all. I would not have votes if 

I had realised then the process would drag on so long.ò. 

 

Jawad, a resident of Mahmood Raqi, the provincial capital, 

said the the prolonged election process badly affected the 

business sector and security of the country. ñI thought the 

situation would become better but that was a false hope.ò 

Much to the nationôs chagrin, the candidates have been 

feuding over petty issues, he remarked, alleging none of the 

two runners really desired a good system of governance in 

Afghanistan. 

 

Haji Attaullah, a local in Najrab district, said that older       

people used to say that votes had no mean and now ñwe 

understand that our votes have no value at all.ò 

 

Bibi Zarlashta, a resident of Kohistan, said she did not like 

elections any more. ñWhen I hear of the election on the  

television screen, I change the channel forthwith. I simply 

hate polls.ò 
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Election    Commission, they alleged their mandate had 

been stolen. One of the protestors told Pajhwok Afghan 

News their rally was aimed to draw the UNôs attention to 

the leadership of Kubis and Americaôs role in influencing 

the election. Shafiq Sharq claimed the secretary-generalôs 

special representative and the US had failed to                    

demonstrate their neutrality in the elections. Instead they 

had sided with fraudsters, he maintained. ñWe expected 

the Americans would work for promoting participatory 

democracy in Afghanistan. Unfortunately, they have acted 

against all democratic norms,ò he lamented.   

He said the Afghans were grateful to the US for its               

generous assistance, but they would not allow anyone to 

play with their destiny. Abdullah Khuda Da, another            

demonstrator, alleged: ñBoth Kubis and the US have aided 

the people involved in electoral irregularitieséThis is  

unacceptable to us.ò 

Ban also spoke to outgoing President Hamid Karzai,             

promising the UN would remain committed to a partnership 

with Afghanistan. He expressed the hope Karzai would 

continue to remain involved as an elder of the country. 

Separately, UN Under-Secretary-General for Political             

Affairs Jeffrey Feltman met with Abdullah and Ashraf 

Ghani. ñI was here to reinforce the message to the two            

candidates, on behalf of the Secretary-General, to please 

move forward.ò. After separate meetings with the            

candidates, Feltman said: ñAnd if there are things we can 

do to help them, weôre willing to do it; but this, obviously, 

is an Afghanistan decision about Afghanistanôs future.ò 

WASHINGTON (PAN): UN Secretary General Ban            

Ki-moon on Thursday urged presidential candidates              

Ashraf Ghani Ahmedzai and Dr Abdullah Abdullah to 

abide by their pledge to form a unity government. 

ñIn his conversations, he stressed the need for both of 

them to abide by their public commitments and conclude 

the political agreement on a government of national               

unity,ò a UN statement said. Ban said the UN-supported 

ballot audit, currently ongoing, was robust, comprehensive 

and consistent with international best practices. 

During the phone call, Ban asked both to think of the           

future of Afghanistan and its people. ñHe reassured them 

the UN and the international community were united in 

their support of peaceful transition in Afghanistan.ò  

Honour unity got pledge, UN tells candidates  

By: Lalit K Jha  ,Date: 2014-09-12  

Kapisa residents repent voting in polls  

By: Bakhtar Safi  ,Date: 2014-09-13  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The United Nations on Saturday 

warned of severely limiting its activities, including              

assistance to Afghanistan, if allegations against the world 

body continued. 

On Friday, Hundreds of Dr. Abdullahôs supporters took to 

the streets in the central capital against what they called 

massive fraud in the mid-June runoff elections. 

The protestors, who walked from the Shahr-i-Naw Park 

and assembled in front of the UNAMA office, accused the 

United States, Britain and the world body of conniving at 

the election rigging. 

Chanting full-throated slogans against UNAMA head Jan 

Kubis, President Hamid Karzai and the Independent  

Election Commission, they alleged their mandate had 

been stolen. 

One of the protestors, Shafiq Sharq, claimed the secretary

-generalôs special representative and the US had failed to 

demonstrate their neutrality in the elections.. 

A day after Kabul demo, UN warns of aid cut  

By: Javed Hamim Kakar  ,Date: 2014-09-13  

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok): A number of tribal elders,             

religious scholars, civil society activists and youth                  

representatives on Saturday asked the Independent Election 

Commission (IEC) to promptly announce the presidential 

election result. 

At a gathering in Khost City, they asked the Reform and 

Unanimity team, led by presidential candidate Dr. Abdullah 

Abdullah, to avoid creating problems by threatening the 

Afghans with launching ñOrange and Green Movements.ò 

CHARIKAR (Pajhwok): Participants of a gathering              

marking the Martyrs Week in central Parwan province on 

Saturday demanded a quick end to the electoral deadlock. 

In his address, Mayor Roohullah Siddiqui asked                    

presidential contenders Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai and Dr. 

Abdullah to put aside their differences and work for the 

countryôs development. 

Paying tribes to late Ahmad Shah Massoud, he said noble 

Afghan personalities had always rendered sacrifices to              

preserve Afghanistanôs independence. 

He said the ongoing electrical crisis was the only factor  

behind the countryôs current economic decline. He urged 

both the candidates to notice the increasing poverty and 

decreasing economic growth in the country. 

Parwan University official Niroomand Farazian praised the 

late Ahmad Shah Massoud, who was assassinated before 

the 9/11 incident by two al Qaeda men posing as                      

journalists. 

Ahmad Naveed, a resident of Charikar and participant of 

the gathering, said people were concerned about the current 

situation in the country. He added the growing                              

unemployment was a major concern of the youth. 

Khost residents seek result announcement  

By: Mohammad Haroon  ,Date: 2014-09-13  

Parwan gathering stresses end to deadlock  
By: Farid Tanha  ,Date: 2014-09-13  
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Voiced its grave concern over the situation, UNAMA 

tweeted on its site: ñThe UN will be forced to severely limit 

its activities, reducing its assistance to Afghanistan and its 

people.ò 

Its concerns were related to direct threats and verbal attacks 

against the UN expressed in Kabul, the mission said, adding 

consultations were ongoing on relocation of UN staff from 

Mazar-i-Sharif. 

ñThreats against the UN are threats against the whole            

international community,ò UNAMA said. ñIntimidation and 

verbal attacks directed at UN are unacceptable. 

The world body would cut aid to Afghanistan if its election 

staff continued to be harassed, one tweet said.  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Afghanistan is currently at a critical 

juncture in its history but some groups want to clinch 

power at any cost, renowned spiritual leader Sibghatullah 

Mujaddedi said on Saturday. 

A supporter of Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai in the presidential 

elections, Mujaddedi made an impassioned pitch for unity 

while addressing a gathering in the Loya Jirga tent on the 

death anniversary of Ahmad Shah Masood. 

ñThe whole nation is anxious about its future. I pray to 

Allah to keep the country safe and secured,ò said           

Mujaddedi, who was not allowed to address a similar 

gathering last week by supporters of Dr. Abdullah. 

Along with Vice-President Younus Qanuni and Defense 

Minister Bismillah Muhammadi, Abdullah later visited 

the spiritual leaderôs residence and expressed regrets over 

the incident. 

Unity a must at this crucial juncture: Mujaddedi  

By: Muhammad Hassan Khetab  ,Date: 2014-09-13  
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Abdullah backers want poll results postponed  

By: Mohammad Haroon  ,Date: 2014-09-14  

Vote audit process completed: Nuristani  

By: Ahmad Qureshi  ,Date: 2014-09-14  

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Independent Election                

Commission (IEC) announced on Sunday the vote audit 

process had been completed and its results would be shared 

soon with the electoral watchdog. 

IEC Chairman Ahmad Yousaf Nuristan told a press       

conference in Kabul results of 405 suspect ballot boxes 

were re-examined for technical reasons. 

He said some 2,200 complaints had been registered by the 

Abdullah-led Reform and Unanimity. Of them, 1,683 have 

been found legitimate. 

 

Ashraf Ghaniôs Change and Continuity (C&C) team has 

lodged 729 complaints, with 242 considered valid. The    

audit results will be shared soon with the Independent     

Election Complaint Commission (IECC). 

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok): Dr. Abdullah Abdullahôs             

supporters in southeastern Khost province on Sunday 

called for formation of a unity government, urging the 

Independent Election Commission (IEC) not to announce 

the final results. Ghani Nawaz Tanai, a member of the 

Abdullah-led Reform and Unanimity team, told a                  

gathering in the provincial capital: ñThe candidates can 

avert the crisis by forming a unity government acceptable 

to everyone.ò Mir Zaman Sabari, another supporter of  

Abdullah, said his team would strive for its rights through 

democratic means, without igniting regional sentiments. 
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A Wolesi Jirga member from Khost, Hamayun said Khost 

residents knew their rights and they would not allow            

anyone to play with them. He warned Khostis would             

embark on massive protests if the IEC further delayed the 

results. 

ñSome mafia groups have been trying to create differences 

between the two candidates. We want the candidates to 

pay attention to these conspiracies and allow no one to 

interfere in their matters,ò he stressed. 

The lawmaker asked the Abdullahôs team to encourage its 

supporters to work for national unity instead of creating 

instability. 

Religious scholar Maulvi Mohammad Sardar Zadran told 

the gathering that some foreign intelligence networks were 

out to create rifts among Afghans on ethnic lines. 

He asked the two candidates not to provoke linguistic and 

regional strife and instead form a national unity                  

government and bring peace and stability to Afghanistan. 

ñWe ask the IEC to announce the election results                   

immediately and introduce the new president to the               

Afghans,ò he said. 

Another tribal elder Rassoul Mohammad Tanai held            

similar views. He said no one would be allowed to create 

problems for the nation. 

ñSome individuals in the candidatesô teams want                     

instability in the country so that they could achieve their 

goals,ò he alleged. 

KUNDUZ CITY (Pajhwok): Tribal elders in northern 

Kunduz province on Sunday expressed their deep concerns 

over the persisting electoral deadlock. Addressing a                

gathering in Kunduz City, Abdul Ghaffar Malakzada said 

unemployment and hunger continued to haunt people, but 

their leaders remained engaged in a ruthless power                

struggle.   

He expressed anger over the prolonged delay in announcing 

results from the presidential runoff of June 14. He asked the 

Independent election Commission (IEC) to ensure the             

results were released soon. Another speaker                               

Mohammadullah said: ñWe urge both candidates, President 

Hamid Karzai and the United Nations to swiftly end the 

impasse because people are fed up with the ongoing crisis.ò 

The elders expressed their concerns at a time when the vote 

auditing and recount has finished, but some technical issues 

remain. The IEC has said it is ready to announce the results 

this week, but gave no exact date. 

Kunduz elders urge end to deadlock  

By: Hidayatullah Hamdard  ,Date: 2014-09-14  
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MPs asked to break silence on political crisis  

By: Khwaja Basir Ahmad  ,Date: 2014-09-15  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Civil society activists on Monday 

accused the presidential candidates of taking hostage the 

political fate of Afghans, asking the Parliament to adopt a 

clear stance on the issue and help resolve differences           

between the campaigns. 

 

Dozens of civil society activists attended a gathering 

marking the International Day of Democracy in the capital 

Kabul. They asked the Parliament to intervene and resolve 

the protracted electoral impasse that had paralyzed the 

country. 

One of the participants, Syed Aqa, said democracy should 

be based on political, economic, social and cultural              

strategies, in which widespread peopleôs participation 

should be ensured. 
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He said they were expecting parliamentarians that they 

would celebrate the International Day of Democracy and 

would use the occasion to respond to peopleôs concerns 

about the current political situation. 

ñWe were expecting lawmakers that they would come up 

with plans how to subside the political tension in line with 

the Constitution.ò 

He said the silence the Parliament had adopted regarding 

the political crisis was questionable, adding that people 

wanted their representatives to play their active role in       

resolving the deadlocked political process. 

Another participant of the gathering, Niamatullah Ihsas, 

said lawmakers were answerable to the masses who had 

voted them to power with their votes. 

He criticised parliament members for ignoring peopleôs 

problems and doing their own businesses. 

He said legislators were linked to certain political groups 

and they could not be neutral in decisions on the political 

situation. 

At the end, the participants issued a resolution that said the 

Afghans wanted laws, especially those concerning womenôs 

and childrenôs rights, be enforced in all government                 

departments. 

ñLawmakers should be the main players in resolving the 

political impasse. It is unfortunate that some lawmakers are 

involved in creating problems and the Afghans no longer 

can tolerate the situation,ò the resolution concluded. 

UN completes requested role in vote audit  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-15  

KABUL (Pajhwok): The United Nations has welcomed 

the completion of the nationwide audit of the ballots cast 

in the June 14 presidential elections. At a meeting               

yesterday, the Independent Election Commission (IEC) 

completed findings from audited ballot boxes. The audit 

exercise lasted almost two months. According to their  

respective mandates and responsibilities, the relevant  

electoral institutions will hear complaints regarding the 

audit findings and announce the final result. 

 ñTodayôs decisions mark the end of the supervisory role 

over the IEC-conducted audit which the two candidates 

requested the United Nations to play,ò said UNôs Senior 

Adviser to IEC Richard Chambers. 

ñThis particular role of the UN is over,ò he added, as the 

world body thanked the IEC, the international and Afghan 

observer organisations and diplomatic missions which 

contributed monitors to enhance the transparency of the 

exercise. 

MAZAR-I-SHARIF (Pajhwok): Civil society activists in 

northern Balkh province lamented the lingering election 

crisis on Monday, saying the delay was bruising               

Afghanistanôs image internationally. 

In an exclusive interview with Pajhwok Afghan News, 

leading social activists in Mazar-i-Sharif expressed regrets 

over the near-shattering of their dream of a landmark           

democratic transfer of power. 

Ghulam Bashir, member of the Balkh Social Movement 

(BSM), said common Afghans had changed a lot in the past 

one decade but their political leadership kept feuding. 

The intelligentsia believed current Afghan leadership had 

put at stake the hard-earned reputation of the nation. 

Mukhtar Wafai, chief editor of weekly Howeda, said            

candidates had no right to put the country at stake.  

The last one decade, he believed, was a golden era for the 

warn-torn country to earn some respect at the global level. 

ñThe nation is not willing to be part of any red, orange or 

green movement.ò He was referring to the threat of protest 

movements by Governor Atta Muhammad Noor, who 

warned there would be a storm of agitation if his leader Dr. 

Abdullah was declared a loser. 

óPoll crisis bruising Afghanistanôs imageô  

By: Zabihullah Ehsas  ,Date: 2014-09-15  
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Civil society stresses end to poll deadlock  

By: Mahbubullah Mahboob  ,Date: 2014-09-15  

JALALABAD (Pajhwok): Civil society activists in eastern 

Nangarhar province have asked the Independent Elections 

Commission (IEC) to demonstrate neutrality and put a 

quick end to the election deadlock.  
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Hamdard spurns protest threats as bluff  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-09-15  

KABUL (Pajhwok): The governor of southeastern Paktia 

province on Monday took strong exception to statements 

from Dr. Abdullahôs supporters that there would be a 

storm of protests if the candidate was declared a loser. 

ñThey have threatened to create a crisis in our beloved 

country if they are not declared winners. We have not  

responded, respecting the desires of the people but our 

silence must not be interpreted as our weakness,ò he said. 

In a statement, Juma Khan Hamdard vowed not to allow 

anyone to create a crisis in the country. All ballots had 

been audited under the UNôs supervision, he said, adding 

the accusations of systematic fraud had been found             

baseless. 

ñBased on our information, the audit process has been 

completed and the results shared with both candidates. Dr. 

Ashraf Ghani is a clear winner and elected president of the 

country,ò he claimed. 

While rejecting the idea of equal power-sharing with the 

losing team, he said such a precedent could not be seen 

anywhere in the democratic world. Where there was a 

clear winner, he argued, power was never shared equally. 

ñWe, therefore, request Dr. Ashraf Ghani to defend the 

votes of the people and not to make a power-sharing 

dealé If some people intend to reject the final results, we 

are ready to defend our votes at any cost...ò 

The warning of ñOrange and Green movementsò is just a 

bluff, he remarked, referring to the Balkh governorôs               

recent threat of launching nationwide protests if a               

fraud-based government was foisted upon them. 

During a meeting at the Information and Culture                

Department in Jalalabad, the provincial capital, the civil 

society activists blamed the IEC for delaying the election 

results.    

If the outcome was not announced soon, the country would 

plunge into a crisis, for which the commission and the         

contenders would be he held accountable, they warned.    

Abdul Karim Nasiri, National Youth Association                    

spokesman, called on the poll panel not to further delay the 

outcome and put an end to public concerns in this regard.    

The continuing impasse, while fuelling concerns, could 

eventually lead to anarchy, Nasiri said, asking the                   

commission to unveil the results based on complete               

impartiality.    

Provincial council member, Nilofar Aziz, also called on 

IEC to address public concerns with the early                             

announcement of results. Most businessmen were taking 

their capital out of the country, she claimed, asking the     

contenders to stop bargaining.   

Abdul Latif Mal Shinwari, the civil society alliance head in 

the eastern zone, tied the recent surge in insecurity to the 

election deadlock and said security would continue to             

deteriorate if the issue was not solved. 

Both of the candidates must reach an agreement, otherwise 

the impasse would lead to a cut-off in international               

assistance, he concluded. 

Paktika residents vow to defend their votes  

By: Ali Mohammad Nazari  ,Date: 2014-09-13  

SHARAN (Pajhwok): Residents of southeastern Paktika 

province have vowed to defend their votes and will not let 

anyone push the country into instability. 

Tribal elders, Jihadi leaders, youth and commoners                

expressed the resolve at a gathering in Sharan -- the             

provincial capital. Participants of the public gathering 

asked the electoral commissions to announce the final            

results of the presidential polls and thereby address public 

concerns. 
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