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2 more presidential advisors appointed  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-10-16  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai 

has appointed Habibullah Ahmadzai as his special security 

advisor and Khalil Zmar as advisor on detainee and           

prisoner affairs. The Presidential Palace said that based on 

his constitutional authority, Ahmadzai made the                     

appointments through a decree. Recently, Mohammad 

Hanif Atmar was appointed as national security advisor, 

Omar Zakhilwal as advisor on finance, Abdul Salam 

Rahim as administrative affairs head and Abdul Ali           

Mohammadi as advisor on legal affairs.   

Recently, 20 senior government officials were removed 

from the Office of Administrative Affairs and the Cabinet 

Secretariat. Their replacements have also been appointed.   

Nazifullah Salarzai, currently spokesman for the UN             

Assistance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA), is tipped 

as presidential spokesperson. 

KABUL (Pajhwok): Paying tribute to Afghan security 

forces for their heroism and sacrifices in defending their 

motherland, President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai on 

Wednesday said future promotions in the military would 

be merit-based. The president, also the supreme                     

commander of the Afghan Armed Forces, was addressing 

a joint conference of senior military, police and                    

intelligence officials, a statement from the Presidential 

Palace said.  

the president to give strengthening security a priority. 

At least 41 civilians, 34 security personnel and 72                 

insurgents have been killed during separate incidents of 

violence over the past five days across the country.                  

Another 81 civilians, 47 security men and 32 rebels were 

injured during the period. Lower house member from 

northeastern Badakhshan province Safiullah Muslim told 

the house that in most provinces, including Kabul, the          

security situation had deteriorated in recent past. 

ñIn the past, there would have been insecurity in districts, 

but now the unrest has reached provincial capitals,ò he 

said, claiming security forces in Badakhshan and a number 

of other provinces had weakened and were unable to                     

maintain security. The lawmaker urged the government to 

take necessary measures for strengthening security forces 

to reverse the tide. Similarly, Manawar Shah Bahadri, a 

lawmaker from western Herat province, said insecurity had 

increased as compared to the past and people could not 

travel on highways from one province to another. 

Aziza Jalis from northern Sar-i-Pul province said                   

insecurity had increased and claimed some lawmakers 

were also responsible for that. ñLawmakers have forcibly 

appointed a number of security officials who are not            

professional and cannot maintain security,ò she said. 

MPs present at the house asked Jalis to name those                 

parliamentarians and security officials they had appointed 

using their influence. But Jalis only named Sar-i-Pul MP 

Mohammad Hassan Sharifi Balkhabi. Balkhabi was              

present and later addressed the session but said nothing 

about Jalisôs allegation. First deputy speaker Sadiq Ahmad 

Osmai, who presided over the session, said the new               

government had initiated serious works in all spheres, but 

security was deteriorating with each passing day. 

ñWe urge the president to listen to the advices of Wolesi 

Jirga members regarding improvement in security,ò he 

said, a call echoed by a number of house members. 

Ahmadzai for merit-based ANA promotions  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-10-15  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Expressing deep concerns                  

about recent security incidents in the country, some Wolesi 

Jirga members on Wednesday asked  

MPs urge Ahmadzai to prioritise security  

By: Abasin Zaheer  ,Date: 2014-10-15  
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Ahmadzai said the Afghan forces had shown the nation 

and the world their ability to defend their country. As          

supreme commander, he would not tolerate the killing of 

armed forcesô personnel. He warned all those involved in 

attacking the armed forces would face harsh                            

consequences. 

ñAll fallen members of the security forces are martyrs and 

those who think they are not, they violate Afghanistanôs 

Constitution and our Islamic beliefs.ò The president             

directed the authorities concerned to ensure that families 

of martyred security personnel were given their rights to 

his satisfaction. He said the armed security forces reserved 

the right to use force against individuals threatening the 

countryôs security and creating problems for its people. He 

said the Afghan army should be strong enough that no one 

could dare engage it. Stressing improved coordination 

among the security organs, Ahmadzai said the Afghan Air 

Force would be enabled to stand on its own feet with            

support from international allies. The president said the 

Afghans had high expectations from their armed                   

forces.  He said increasing liaison between the public and 

the forces could help improve security. Ahmadzai warned 

security officials of stern action if found guilty of                    

committing corruption. 

KABUL (Pajhwok): Dr Nazifullah Salarzai was appointed 

on Thursday as acting spokesperson for President Ashraf 

Ghani Ahmadzai. ñNazifullah Salarzai is named as chief 

spokesperson for the president for better handling of               

relevant affairs,ò a statement from the Presidential Palace 

stated. Salarzai graduated from the Balkh Medical                  

University 12 years back and have been UNAMAôs      

spokesperson for the last eight years.  

He said the Afghans should support President Ashraf 

Ghani in implementing his plans. The governor             

complained Farah had been neglected during the past 

decade, but they expected the new government to give 

special attention to the province. ñWe need electricity 

and  rehabilitation of different sectors.ò Besides            

electricity, the acting governor said a 78-kilometer 

road that links Farah with Iran and the Bakhsh Abad 

Dam were another important projects needed special 

attention. National Solidarity party member Ahmed 

Qila Kahi said they extended complete support to the 

new government of Ahmadzai. He said the Kabul 

Bank case reopening was appreciable to bring the            

corrupt to justice. He also demanded President Ghani 

nominate educated, honest and patriot persons as          

ministers. Noor Ahmed, a religious scholar, said there 

should be uniform development as President Ghani 

had promised to the nation. He said all religious              

leaders would extend their support to the president if 

the supremacy of law was implemented in the country. 

Javed Tabish, a civil society activist, asked the                 

government to provide jobs to people. He hoped the 

new government would create jobs for the youth who 

go to Iran because in search of work. 

He said construction of the Bakhsh Abad dam was a 

long-standing demand Farah people, asking the new 

government to give it a priority. 

Salarzai named as presidential spokesman  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-10-16  

Farah elders back govt, make demands  

By: Humayoon Zaheen  ,Date: 2014-10-15  

FARAH (Pajhwok): Hundreds of tribal elders,               

religious scholars and civil society activists held a 

gathering in western Farah province, voicing their   

support for the new government. The gathering that 

took place at the Governorôs House on Tuesday 

urged the new leadership to ensure the supremacy of 

law, sustainable peace and strengthen reconstruction           

efforts. ñThe new government has good plans and is                   

determined to ensuring the supremacy of law and               

ending injustices,ò acting governor Mohammad 

Omer Sherzad told the gathering.  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): A number of Wolesi Jirga members on 

Saturday asked the Independent Election Commission 

((EC) to announce the final results of provincial council 

polls as soon as possible. As many as 2,600 candidates,  

including 308 women, contested the provincial council 

elections that were held on April 5, simultaneously with the 

first round of the presidential ballot. 

In the preliminary result announced by the IEC on May 20, 

458 candidates were declared successful. The final results, 

scheduled for June 7, have been delayed for unknown            

reasons. 

Lawmakers discussed the delay in a general session today. 

MP Saleh Mohammad Saleh criticised the IEC, saying the 

delay was creating doubts and confusion among candidates. 

He asked the commission to give clear the reasons for the 

delay. 

His colleague from central Bamyan province, Fakoori        

Beheshti, held a similar view. He asked the Wolesi Jirga to 

oversee the election result and prevent possible interference 

in the process. 

Deputy Speaker Mohammad Siddique Usmani and other 

legislators urged the panel and the president to ensure the 

early result announcement. 

ñIf the fate of provincial candidates remains unclear, we 

would face problems in approving new laws.  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Dr. 

Abdullah Abdullah on Saturday stressed the need for             

reforms in the electoral system, saying the next five years 

offered a great chance of bringing prosperity to the country. 

Addressing influential figures from northern Balkh province 

at his residence, Dr. Abdullah said, people wanted respect 

for their rights, rule of law, proper services, good                     

governance. 

The masses also desired a sustained fight against the 

scourge of corruption, he said, promising the new                 

government would do all it could to deal with the challenges 

and meet public demands.  

Strenuous efforts were needed by the government to achieve 

stability and win public support, Abdullah believed. ñThe 

first priority for people is security, jobs, attention and              

human rights, including the rights of women.ò  

Afghanistan had opened a new chapter in its political history 

and the new governmentôs formation was a major step            

toward meeting peopleôs demands, the ex-foreign minister 

said, insisting for the first time a government had been              

established based on voter support. 

He emphasized on reforming the electoral system and said 

that parliamentary and district council elections would take 

place soon. The elections would be conducted under a                

reformed system, the CEO concluded. 

MPs want provincial poll results unveiled  

By: Abasin Zaheer  ,Date: 2014-10-18  

Istanbul, Kabul ink strategic cooperation pact  

By: Pajhwok Reporter  ,Date: 2014-10-18  

KABUL (Pajhwok): Turkey and Afghanistan on Saturday 

signed a strategic cooperation agreement, paving the 

ground for more robust trade and investment links            

between the two countries. 

Presidents Dr. Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai and Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan announced signing the pact at a joint news             

conference after formal talks at the Presidential Palace in 

Kabul. 

Both leaders told reporters the accord envisaged greater 

Turkish investment in Afghanistanôs vast mining sector. 

The two sides will also cooperate in areas of defence,         

agriculture and culture.  

Erdogan, the first Turkish president to visit Afghanistan in 

56 years, arrived in Kabul earlier in the day for talks with 

Ahmadzai and other high-ranking officials. 

Turkey has been playing an important role in supporting 

Afghanistan in military, economic and reconstruction            

areas since the Talibanôs ouster in 2001. Turkey has about 

400 troops operating in the NATO framework. The             

soldiers are busy training Afghan forces and helping with 

reconstruction projects. 
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Some member of the upper house of 

parliament (Meshrano Jirga) on Sunday urged the               

government not to call Taliban political foes, blaming the 

armed rebels for killing scores of civilians. President Ashraf 

Ghani Ahmadzai, in a meeting with religious scholars                

earlier in the week, called Taliban political foesô -- a term 

that attracted criticism from lawmakers. Khaliqdad Balaghi, 

an MP from Kabul, asked the government to make a clear 

distinction between friends and enemies. He accused the 

rebels of killing innocent citizen on a daily basis.              

Hidayatullah Rihayee, a senator from central Bamyan    

province, said ñpolitical rivalsò did not resort to killings. He 

also criticised the High Peace Council (HPC) for its failure 

to restore peace. But Gul Ahmad Azimi, a legislator from 

western Farah province, argued the government was in its 

initial days and needed more support than criticism. He 

agreed the militants should not be called political rivals. 

Chairing the session, Rafiullah Gul Afghan, the deputy 

chairman, too asked the government to refrain from giving 

the rebels political mileage.  

MPs to govt: Donôt dub rebels as political foes  

By: Abasin Zaheer  ,Date: 2014-10-19  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): A number of Wolesi Jirga members 

on Saturday asked the Independent Election Commission 

((EC) to announce the final results of provincial council 

polls as soon as possible. 

As many as 2,600 candidates, including 308 women,            

contested the provincial council elections that were held 

on April 5, simultaneously with the first round of the  

presidential ballot. 

In the preliminary result announced by the IEC on May 

20, 458 candidates were declared successful. The final 

results, scheduled for June 7, have been delayed for            

unknown reasons. 

Lawmakers discussed the delay in a general session today. 

MP Saleh Mohammad Saleh criticised the IEC, saying the 

delay was creating doubts and confusion among                 

candidates. He asked the commission to give clear the      

reasons for the delay. 

His colleague from central Bamyan province, Fakoori  

Beheshti, held a similar view. He asked the Wolesi Jirga to 

oversee the election result and prevent possible                      

interference in the process. 

Deputy Speaker Mohammad Siddique Usmani and other 

legislators urged the panel and the president to ensure the 

early result announcement. 

ñIf the fate of provincial candidates remains unclear, we 

would face problems in approving new laws. We have 

approved some that are yet to be endorsed by Meshrano 

Jirga,ò Usmani argued. 

Two-thirds of upper house members are elected by               

provincial council members. Under Article 84 of the             

constitution, one representative from each provincial 

council is chosen for the Meshrano Jirga for four years. 

Similarly, one representative from each district councils is 

chosen for the Senate for three years and a third of                

members are nominated by the president. 

District councils are yet to be formed and their members 

are currently picked from provincial councils. IEC                 

officials say they are trying to unveil the results but the 

investigation process is yet to be completed. 

KABUL (Pajhwok): Several Meshrano Jirga members on 

Sunday called for the trial of election commission officials 

for contempt of parliament and fraud in the presidential 

vote.  

Independent Election Commission (IEC) and Independent 

Election Complaint Commission (IECC) officials were 

called by the Senate for a question-answer session today but 

they did not turn up. 

Deputy Chairman Rafiullah Gul Afghan, who chaired the 

Senate session, informed the upper house that the IEC and 

IECC officials had used the excuse of attending a meeting 

with donor agencies. 

But Some MPs voiced their anger over the election headsô 

failure to appear before the lawmakers. Niamatullah Popal, 

a senator from southern Helmand province, said it was a 

moment of embarrassment. 

ñThe election bodies are marred by corruption; they are not 

serving, but destroying, the country,ò he said, suggesting 

harsh action against the IEC and IECC bosses. 

Bismillah Afghanmal, from southern Kandahar province, 

echoed a similar view. He called for legal action against the 

heads of the two panels. A number of his colleagues               

condemned the absence of the officials. 

The deputy speaker claimed the election commissionsô 

chiefs were shying away from facing the parliamentarians 

as they had nothing new to say in their defence. 

Senators call for trial of poll panel chiefs  

By: Abasin Zaheer  ,Date: 2014-10-19  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Chief Executive Officer Dr. Abdullah 

Abdullah on Sunday said those involved in militant                

activities and killing civilians should know that war              

offered no solution to problems. 

Speaking to Kandahar tribal elders and influential                 

individuals at his office, he said peace was the demand of 

all Afghans and concrete steps were needed to achieve the 

goal. Mere slogans could not bring peace, he added. 

The Afghansô rights could be protected by ensuring peace 

in the country and the national unity government would 

take effective measures for stability, the CEO promised. 

The new government would do all in its power to enforce 

security, eliminate poverty and joblessness and provide 

facilities to people, implement reconstruction programs 

and improve the agriculture sector, he continued. 

ñUnfortunately, the distance between the government and 

the people has caused many problems in the past,ò he              

lamented, who blamed certain elements for creating the 

hiatus. 

Pledging a clean administration, law enforcement, fighting 

corruption and appointments on merit, he said eliminating 

corruption would not be possible without public support to 

the government. 

KABUL (Pajhwok): Blaming the Independent Electoral 

Complaints Commission (IECC) responsible for delay in 

the provincial council election results, the poll panel on 

Monday indicated the outcome might be announced this 

week. 

Azizullah Bakhtiari, an Independent Election Commission 

(IEC) member, told Pajhwok Afghan News that some IECC 

decisions were still unclear. Lack of professional workers is 

the main cause of unclear decisions, he believed. 

The IECC was responsible for sharing the details of the 

complaints it had addressed, but the watchdog only                

conveyed its decisions, the commissioner added. 

Bakhtiari explained results from 4,000 polling stations 

would be entered into the IEC system within two days. He 

linked the delay to the weak performance of IECC. ñTheir 

schedule in the past six months hasnôt been that hectic. 

They should have addressed the complaints in time.ò 

As many as 458 candidates, including 97 women, were  

declared successful in the preliminary results from the               

provincial polls, announced by the Independent Election 

Commission on May 20.  

Final results were to be unveiled on June 17, but their              

announcement was delayed by the presidential election 

deadlock and the subsequent nationwide vote audit. 

Bakhtiari said both panels were working to deal with              

ambiguous decisions of the complaints commission. 

ñPresent provincial members will legally stay in office legal 

until the announcement of the final results.ò 

About reforms in the election system, promised by                

President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai and Chief Executive  

Officer Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, the commissioner said all 

changes had to be consistent with the law. The removal of 

an election official would be illegal in the absence of clear 

evidence of his/her involvement in fraud, Bakhtiari said. 

The system should be computerised to reduce the                    

possibility of fraud, he proposed. 

War offers no solution to problems: Abdullah  

By: Mohammad Hassan Khettab  ,Date: 2014-10-19  

Provincial election results likely this week  

By: Khwaja Basir Fitri  ,Date: 2014-10-20  
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Upper house members and a free 

media advocacy group, NAI, on Tuesday condemned 

the publication of a blasphemous article in a local 

English daily, urging print media to refrain from   

hurting religious sentiments. 

NAI chief Siddiqullah Tawhidi told a press               

conference in Kabul that print media outlets should 

not publish content from individuals seeking asylum 

in the West. 

He was referring to an article ñIS and Talibanò in The 

Afghanistan Express, in which the author used               

profane words against Islam and Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH). 

ñContent that disrespects Islam and violates the law 

provides an opportunity to the enemies (Taliban) to 

step up their campaign against democracy in the 

country,ò he argued. 

The Meshrano Jirga also lashed out at the paper for 

publishing the sacrilegious article, with lawmakers 

asking President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai to take 

stern action against the individuals concerned. 

Senators Maulvi Mahmood Danishjo, Maulvi 

Mohiuddin Munsif, Amanullah Azimi voiced their 

outrage at the publication of the piece. They               

demanded stern legal action against the perpetrators. 

Deputy Chairman Mohammad Alam Ezedyar            

supported calls for the prosecution of the                   

newspaperôs administration and the writer. ñWe canôt 

put up with such provocative things, even if they are 

unintentionaléò 

Legal proceedings should be initiated forthwith 

against the newspaperôs management, demanded 

Senate Chairman Fazal Hadi Muslimyar, who saw no 

justification for the outrage.  

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Youth Network (YN) on               

Tuesday asked the national unity government to help           

introduce new faces in the countryôs politics. 

In a statement, the organisation said: ñOne reason for the 

weak political progress over the past decade has been lack 

of new faces in the countryôs political process and their 

rare involvement.ò 

The group said youth having excellent qualification and 

practical experience should be given a place in policy and 

decision-making process on different issues. 

It added the new government should benefit from skills of 

the youth in the countryôs rehabilitation and maintaining 

order in society. 

Abdul Ali Mohammadi, legal advisor to President Ashraf 

Ghani, said everyone in Afghanistan talked about wom-

enôs, childrenôs and youthôs rights but they lacked proper 

knowledge in this regard. 

He said women being part of the Afghan society should 

preserve the right to express their views regarding the    

countyôs development and prosperity. 

Hamida Wardak, a civil society activist, said women               

witnessed tremendous improvement on political, social 

and economic fronts during the past 13 years. 

She urged stress the national unity government to carry on 

policies of the past government and give women their due 

rights. 

Youth group seeks new faces entry into politics  

By: naheed bashrdost  ,Date: 2014-10-21  
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