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WASHINGTON (Pajhwok): US President Barack Obama
on Tuesday praised his Afghan counterpart Ashraf Ghani
and CEO Dr Abdullah Abdullah for the ratification of the
Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA).

“The president commended Ghani and Abdullah on the
timely ratification of the BSA and NATO Status of Forces
Agreement by an overwhelming majority in the Afghan
Parliament,” the White House said.

He congratulated the new Afghan two leaders on their
recent successful ministerial conferences in Brussels and
London,” the White House said following the phone call.
The leaders also discussed the forthcoming conclusion to
the US combat mission and transition of coalition forces to
the Resolute Support mission in Afghanistan.

Ways to strengthen and support the Afghan National
Security Forces as part of the train, advise and assist
mission and US and regional support for the Afghan-led
peace process also came up for discussion.

The two leaders renewed their commitment to continuing
close consultations in the months ahead, the White House
said.

Lawmakers to meet Ghani

By: Abasin Zaheer ,Date: 2014-12-10

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Wolesi Jirga on Wednesday
asked its administrative board members to hold a meeting
with President Ashraf Ghani on the delay in the
announcement of the cabinet.

After being sworn in as president more than two months
ago, Ghani had promised to unveil a new cabinet in 25
days. The delay has already drawn widespread criticism.
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Last week, he told a conference in London: "We intend to
form a cabinet within 2 to 4 weeks of returning. We are
determined to bring people of competence, commitment,
integrity and transparency."

Speaking in the Wolesi Jirga, a member from western
Herat province, Ghulam Farooq Majrooh, accused the
president of failing to keep his promise regarding the
cabinet nomination.

“The second timeframe given by the president is about to
go out, but there is no sign of new ministers being
nominated,” the lawmaker remarked, while deploring the
delay.

Fatinia ®aza8, W ferfak public rBptesenfativ@ffdom Kabul,
alleged the acting ministers had worked with brazen
irresponsibility. She lamented the acting ministers’ casual
approach had further complicated problems.

“If the government doesn’t want to name cabinet picks in
haste, security institutions’ heads must be nominated
forthwith to control the ongoing wave of violence in the
country,” she stressed.

Speaker Abdul Rauf Ibrahimi observed: “The delay in
nominating ministers amounts to corruption and injustice
to the people of Afghanistan.”

He said the administrative board was duty-bound to meet
the president soon to know why the Council of Ministers
could not be formed so far. His remarks were met with
approval by a majority of MPs.

Af ghans

Killing innocent
i sm: Kar zali
By: Javed Hamim Kakar ,Date: 2014-12-11

KABUL (Pajhwok): Reacting to the report on CIA’s harsh
interrogation techniques and the killing of five students in
a NATO airstrike in Parwan province, former president
Hamid Karzai on Thursday said killing of innocent
Afghans by American forces fueled terrorism and anarchy.
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Five schoolchildren were killed in a NATO airstrike in the
Siagard district of the central province on Wednesday
afternoon, local officials said on Thursday. However, the
coalition in a statement said those killed were enemy
combatants.

In a statement from his office, Karzai said incidents like
the Parwan strengthened terrorism and extremism in the
country.

“This is continuation of the war in which innocent people
are being killed. The roots of terrorism do not lie in homes
and villages of Afghans but across our borders,” said the
two-time president.

Karzai strongly condemned shameful methods CIA
interrogators used to extract confessions and information
from detained terror suspects. He said he backed President
Ashraf Ghani’s stance on the revelations.

A day earlier, President Ghani described the US Senate
Committee on Intelligence report detailing CIA’s
enhanced interrogation techniques as “shocking.” He said
the CIA torture "violated all accepted norms of human
rights in the world.” He said there could be no justification
for such kind of actions.

Karzai said he had been against detention and harassment
of Afghans by the Americans and his opposition remained
the key point in his poisonous relationship with the
Americans.

The former president also congratulated Pakistani
education activist Malala Yousafzai and Indian child
rights campaigner Kailash Satyarthi on receiving the
Nobel Peace Prize awards.
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appointments:
By: Mohammad Hassan Khettab ,Date: 2014-12-11

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Election Watch Afghanistan
(EWA) has introduced a new mechanism for the appoint-
ment of Independent Election Commission (IEC) members
and addressing poll-related complaints in a judicious man-
ner. EWA Director Jahandad Spinghar, in an exclusive
interview with Pajhwok Afghan News, said the new mech-
anism included suggestions regarding the election process.

Coverage Newslette
He said there were some problems in the selection
committee that appointed employees for the IEC and the
Independent Electoral Complaints Commission (IECC).
“The selection committee was previously unable to
guarantee the efficiency of commissioners, because some
of them were supporters of a political party or their
qualifications didn’t job requirements,” he explained.
Under the new mechanism, the committee should include
heads of the Supreme Court, constitution observation
commission, defense lawyers’ association, Kabul
University Scientific Council and Afghanistan science
academy.

The previous body was comprised of Wolesi Jirga and
Meshrano Jirga’s chairmen, chief justice, head of the
constitution observation commission, human rights
commission chief and civil society representatives.
Spinghar said the new suggestions about the selection
committee were about the appointment of individuals, with
broad knowledge of polls and having no political
affiliations, as commissioners.

He said the individuals who would be appointed as
commissioners should have good reputation with society
and vast experience in handling election affaires.

Spinghar said the committee should introduce as many as
30 efficient individuals from among the candidates to the
president, who should name 15 competent people to the
Wolesi Jirga for vote of confidence.

The Wolesi Jirga will cast votes of confidence for 15
candidates. The top seven vote-winners should be
appointed as IEC commissioners, he suggested.
Cabi

No trust vote for net

By: Abasin Zaheer ,Date: 2014-12-13

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Wolesi Jirga -- or lower house of
Parliament -- on Saturday decided not to give a vote of
confidence to Cabinet nominees possessing dual nationality.

| The national unity government is expected to introduce
Y ministers-designate to the lower house for a trust vote in the

next few days. Under Article 720of the Constitution, those
appointed as ministers should only have Afghan nationality.
However, lawmakers have the right to confirm or reject his/
her nomination.

U N Vrgkind Sart M € CdbbeNdn SHEY issue, lawmaker from

western Ghor province Syed Nader Shah Bahar said
Cabinet nominees, who possessed only Afghan nationality,
should be introduced and they should not vote for those
having dual nationalities.

“The loyalty of a dual nationality holder is divided. Such
ministers would also consider the interests of the other
country while working for Afghanistan. We would never
accept them,” he said.
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He argued some dual national officials, who had been
involved in corruption, had fled to the other country.

His colleague from southern Kandahar province, Syed
Mohammad Akhundzada, also urged lawmakers not to
vote for dual nationality holding nominees because he
believed such people could not work with full honesty for
Afghanistan’s interests.

“If a minister, governor, public representative or military
commander has dual nationality, they should renounce it
and work only for Afghanistan,” he said.

But a lawmaker from Kabul Shinkai Karokhel said a
number of Afghan officials having only Afghan
nationality had also committed corruption and even
treason.

“Cabinet nominees with dual nationality should not be
deprived of the right to serve as ministers because they
cannot abandon their families living abroad,” she added.
Amir Khan Yar from eastern Nangarhar province held
similar views. He said the Cabinet nominees with dual
nationalities should also be endorsed because most of such
individuals had more experience.

“If the issue is of great importance, then parliament
members who keep dual nationalities should also be
unseated,” Yar said.

From 152 lawmakers present at today’s session, 146 voted
not to endorse dual nationality holders as Cabinet
nominees.

Speaker Abdul Rauf Ibrahimi said the house panel on
central investigation, religious and cultural affairs should
investigate about potential Cabinet nominees having dual
nationalities and share its findings with the house.

Energy cooperation with

By: Pajhwok Reporter ,Date: 2014-12-15

KABUL (Pajhwok): Chief Executive Officer Abdullah
Abdullah has held talks on bilateral cooperation with
Kazakhstan’s Prime Minister Karim Massimov, a report
said on Monday. During the meeting in Astana, the two
sides discussed the prospects of cooperation in areas of
trade, commerce, culture and on humanitarian issues.

El ection Coverage Newsl ette
They also exchanged views on the regional security
environment. Following the talks, the sides called for
deepening collaboration in state-to-state relations.

Tajikistan’s prime minister also held talks with Abdullah
on cooperation between Tajikistan and Afghanistan in the
fields of energy, transportation, security and trade.

Regional leaders are in the Central Asian country to attend

a meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

Council of heads of government.

L

Ghani
By: Pajhwok Reporter ,Date: 2014-12-16

hopes peace effort

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok): President Ashraf Ghani on
Tuesday travelled to the Yahyakhel district of southeastern
Paktika province to meet relatives of the victims of a
suicide attack on a volleyball tournament.

On Nov 23, a suicide bomber attacked crowds watching the
final match of an inter-district volleyball tournament, killing
more than 60 people and injuring 84 others. President
Ghani, addressing a gathering in Yahyakhel, strongly
condemned the attack as inhuman and un-Islamic. The
president promised the government would extend all

- possible support to families of the victims.
, He said he had settled down things on the international level

for peace in Afghanistan and hoped his efforts would yield
positive results.

Ghani said he had held talks on peace with leaders of other
countries besides neighbouring nations.

The president also promised drastic change in the leadership
of Paktika province for the sake of good governance. He
announced to construct the Sharan-Argun road.

Kraibal 21HeR Grded@the présidetit GolgSeSn®ré attention to

the impoverished province and maintain uniform
development among provinces.
Meanwhile, hundreds of people took to the streets in
Sharan, the provincial capital, urging the president to
remove provincial administration and military officials. One
of the protestors, Samiullah, told Pajhwok Afghan News
insecurity in Paktika had increased due to inefficiency,
corruption and mismanagement of local officials.

http://www.pajhwok.com

Page 3

http://www.elections.pajhwok.com

t

(0]


http://www.elections.pajhwok.com
http://www.pajhwok.com
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/2014/12/15/energy-cooperation-kazakhstan-discussed
http://www.elections.pajhwok.com/en/2014/12/16/ghani-hopes-peace-effort-yield-result

Paj hwok Af gha

| EC
By: Ajmal Wisal ,Date: 2014-12-13

rejects underage

TIRINKOT (Pajhwok): One month after election results
were announced, the provincial council of central Uruzgan
has so far been unable to elect its administration board.
Ten days after being sworn in, the new council chose a
member as their senatorial candidate, but the nominee was
rejected by the provincial Independent Election
Commission (IEC), citing problems in his documents.

The elected Senate representative was Mohammad Zahir |
Naderi, who had collected five votes from the nine- |

member council.

IEC chief for Uruzgan, Abdul Hamid Sharifi, told
Pajhwok Afghan News they had sent documents of Naderi
to the main office in Kabul, but the documents were found
to be forged and had been rejected.

He said under the election law, a senatorial candidate was
required to submit his/her ID card and voter registration
card with the provincial IEC office.

He said Naderi’s age was shown 32 years in his ID card
and he fell short of the legal age to become a member of
the Senate. But Naderi then came up with a new ID card
showing his age 36 years old, a reason the IEC
headquarters in Kabul used to reject his papers, said
Sharifi. He said the IEC headquarters had ordered a fresh
round of election for the Senate representative, but the
council due to differences had been unable to elect a new
Senate rep or the administration board.

“If two-thirds members of the council come together, we
can hold elections under the law, but there has been no
breakthrough,” he said.

Sharif accused the council members of switching loyalties
in return for money in bribes and cutting underhand deals.
He said they had thrice invited the council members to
come and hold the elections, but they did not turn up.
Provincial council member Mohammad Hanif Hanifi
confirmed the council was split over the issue of elections.
He said it remained unknown when the nine members
would sit together to elect their administration board and
the senatorial candidate.

El ecti on

Coverage Newslette
On the other hand, the rejected Senate representative,
Naderi, said he had won the election and was an elected
senator.

He claimed his documents had been tampered with at the
Ministry of Interior, but did not go into details.

Naderi said he was currently in Kabul and would leave for
Uruzgan a few days later to participate in the
administration board’s election.

Acting Uruzgan governor Amanullah Taimuri held both the
council and the province IEC office responsible for the
delay in election of the Senate representative and the
administration board.

S e n age &id MpfVinbid Evernment remained impartial and

was ready to extend all possible assistance to the provincial
council in resolving their differences.

A civil society activist, Najibullah, said the administration
board should be elected as soon as possible because a delay
in this regard created problems for people.

Wardak council appoints i
By: Pajhwok Reporter ,Date: 2014-12-10

MAIDAN SHAHAR (Pajhwok): The provincial council of
central Maidan Wardak on Wednesday appointed an interim
administration board following the continuous absence of
some members, an official said.

Attaullah Khogyani, the governor’s spokesman, told
Pajhwok Afghan News the Maidan Wardak provincial
council had 15 members but only eight of them turn up
regularly.

As a result of some members’ prolonged absence, eight of
the public representatives on Tuesday held a meeting and
appointed a temporary administrative board, he added.
Halima Askari had been appointed as head of council,
Mirwais Amiri as deputy head and Sharifullah Hotak as
secretary of the board, the spokesman said.

Mirwais Amiri told Pajhwok Afghan News their decision to
choose the board was not final and it could be changed
when other members ensured their presence.
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Sharifullah Hotak said repeated complaints with regard to
people’s problems had forced them to appoint the board to
address the various issues.

The board, he said, would formally begin work and a fresh
decision on appointing a permanent body would be taken
when other members ensured their presence.

Noorullah  Paigham, the Independent Election
Commission (IEC) head, said the decision was not in
accordance with rules but it had to be taken to address
people’s problems

Ghani ,
By: Lalit K Jha ,Date: 2014-12-11

Abdull ah to keep

WASHINGTON (Pajhwok): As Afghanistan prepares to
enter a new phase post 9/11, all eyes are now on President
Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Dr
Abdullah Abdullah, a senior Obama administration
official told lawmakers on Wednesday.

“All eyes are now on President Ghani and CEO Abdullah
to deliver on the promises of security, better governance,
accountability and sustainable development goals," said
the US deputy special representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

Jarret Blanc told legislators both men understood the
enormous tasks with which they had been entrusted by the
Afghan people. The media have focused on the challenges
of the new government in naming ministers.

This is important, he noted. "At the same time, we should
not allow this to distract us from the impressive start the
government has made in actually governing.”

Looking at their track record of less than 10 weeks in
office, he said it was clear President Ghani and CEO
Abdullah intended to get things done and take concrete
steps to improve democratic governance.

“I hope Ghani and Abdullah will have the opportunity in
the near future to discuss their plans and their
accomplishments themselves,” he added and listed out a
series of steps taken by the new government.

El ecti on
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Coverage Newslette
He argued that president Ghani authorized the signing of
the BSA and NATO SOFA the day after he was
inaugurated, and he and Dr. Abdullah worked together
closely to shepherd these crucial agreements through the
two houses of parliament.

President Ghani announced the reopening of the Kabul
Bank investigation, signaling an earnest desire to make
good on the promise to hold accountable those who have
enriched themselves at the expense of the Afghan people,
he added.

In a welcome sign of progress in the region's growing
economic cooperation, earlier this month Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan,  Afghanistan, and Pakistan finalized
negotiations on power purchasing and master agreements
for the CASA-1000 electricity transmission line project, the
official said.

Combined with the Turkmenistan-
Uzbekistan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan (TUTAP)
regional electricity project, CASA-1000 and TUTAP would
make real the idea of a regional energy market connecting
South and Central Asia. These projects are important
economic future depends on
improved connectivity with regional and international
US envoy

To facilitate that broader goal, he said, the United States
and Afghanistan had agreed to improve private sector links
between the two countries by issuing visas that would be
valid longer and would allow for multiple entries for
eligible business travelers, students and tourists.

Blanc believed there was real potential for improving
Afghanistan-Pakistan relations under the new government
in Kabul, and it would be up to both countries to build on
the initial goodwill generated through President Ghani's
visit to Islamabad and earlier visits by Pakistani officials to
Kabul.
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